Activity #3: Learn About Social Competence
Section 4: Social Competence

GROUP 1: Structured interactions with the teacher serve as a model for children's later social
interactions with peers

GROUP 2: Having a job in the classroom helps a child to feel part of the classroom community
and overcome a difficult separation from a family member

GROUP 3: A shared task helps children practice initiating social interactions

GROUP 4: Teacher guidance and a center designed as a store help children interact with one
another during pretend play

GROUP 5: A center designed for several children facilitates communication between children;
sharing materials requires communication and problem solving

GROUP 6: Assisting a classmate helps a child develop caring and empathy
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	During toddlerhood, children have some sense of themselves as individuals. They can control their bodies, but they may not always maintain balance or respond to requests. They have some sense of what they like and dislike but are not fully aware of al...
	During preschool, children become more aware of themselves—their bodies in space, their emotions, their likes and dislikes, and the things they can and cannot do. They are learning to stay in their own physical space, describe themselves realistically...
	This growing confidence and sense of self is critical to children’s success. Children who understand their own abilities and feel worthy are able to appropriately tackle and learn new concepts. Children who are aware of their own feelings are better e...
	You have seen, heard about, and read about a variety of strategies for scaffolding children’s development of self-control. Now you will try strategies for self-control development in your own classroom.
	What aspect of self-control development would you like to focus on in your classroom?  (Control of behavior, control of emotions, control of attention)
	What strategies will you implement? (see “Section 3:  Self-Control:  Get Strategies for Self-Control” in the Teachscape Social and Emotional Learning course for ideas if needed)

